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SUBJECT: Safeguards for Reactors
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The Secretary, in the course of a conversation on various subjects,
raised with Ambassador Cacoiz the question of atomlic energy safeguards,
particulanly with respect to the nuclear reactor for India. The Secratary
said that a new factor had entered the situation which emphasized the
importance of providing adequate atomic energy safeguards, Tris wae the
fact that we have reports, not yet confirmed, indicating that a plutoniume
producing reactor may be being built in Israel with French aid. The implie
cation of this is that the French will give the Israelis the knowehow on
bullding orude atomic bombs as well. This naturally is a development
which, if confirmed, should give us concern from the point of view of
praliferation of nuclear weaporis., A country possessing nuclear weapons
in the Rear East creates a potentially very danjerous situaticn,

There are also indications that there may be another French nuclear
explosibn in the very near future. There kave been indications that the
‘French bave been waiting for the end of the UN General Assembly before
exploding thelr next bamh., HNow that it appears that the UNGA will so on
into next year, the French explosion may oome off soonar.

f Ambassador Caccia expressed appreciation for receiving this information.
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